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This mark scheme contains the instructions and marking guidance that our examiners used to mark 
candidate responses for this component.  
 
Before they start marking, examiners complete a standardisation process. They review a range of candidate 
responses and discuss the mark scheme in detail to agree which answers can and cannot be accepted. 
Examiners award marks where it is clear that candidate responses have met the requirements of the mark 
scheme. These requirements may vary between different components or different versions of the same 
component, depending on the exact requirements of the question and the candidate responses seen during 
the standardisation process.  
 
Sometimes, our mark schemes may allow marks to be awarded to responses which contain elements that 
are factually incorrect or for content not covered by the syllabus. We do this in response to the demands of a 
specific question to support candidates and make sure that our assessments are fair. However, these 
allowances should not be used as a guide for teaching and learning.  
 
We cannot discuss the mark scheme with schools, and we recommend that schools read the mark scheme 
together with the assessment material and the Principal Examiner Report for Teachers. 
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General marking principles 
 

All examiners must apply these marking principles when marking candidate responses.  
 

1 Examiners must award marks for each response in line with: 
 

• the specific content defined in the mark scheme  

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the level descriptions  

• the standard of response required as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

2 Examiners must award whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

3 Examiners must award marks positively. This means that: 
 

• marks are not deducted for errors or omissions 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers as defined in the mark scheme and also for other valid answers which go beyond the 
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme referring to your team leader as appropriate  

• the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar are judged only when the mark scheme indicates that these features are specifically 
assessed in the question. However, the meaning of all responses must be unambiguous. 

4 Examiners must consistently apply the requirements of the mark scheme and any rules for what to do when candidates have not followed 
instructions correctly. 

5 Examiners must use the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme, unless limited by the quality of the candidate responses seen. 

6 Examiners must award marks according to the mark scheme and must not award marks with grade thresholds or grade descriptions in 
mind. 
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Annotations guidance for centres 
 
Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the 
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring 
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and 
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.  
 
We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note that there may 
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an 
indication of the quality of the response.  
 
The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.  
 
Annotations 
 

Annotation Meaning 

 

Mark given – occasional use when clarification might be needed for second examiner 

 

Incorrect answer – occasional use when clarification might be needed for second examiner 

 

Benefit of doubt given 

Highlighter To highlight a specific mistake 

Off-page comment Off page comment – rarely used 

 

Something missing 

 

Message unclear 

 

To confirm blank pages seen 

 

Harmless addition 

 

Part of the response invalidates an otherwise correct answer 
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Additional Guidance 
 
The following guidance underpins the detailed instructions provided in the mark scheme. Where a decision is taken to deviate from this guidance 
for a particular question, this will be specified in the mark scheme. 
 
Often the additional guidance points will have to be weighed up against each other, e.g. the answer might look or sound like the intended 
word/phrase in Spanish, but if what the candidate has written means something different in Spanish from what is expected, the mark cannot be 
awarded. 
 
It is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the mark scheme. If you encounter an answer which is not covered by the mark scheme, you 
will need to make a decision about whether it communicates the required elements (in consultation with your Team Leader if necessary, or with 
your Product Manager if you are a single examiner), and award marks accordingly. 

 
• Crossing out: 

 

(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind about an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct. 

(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work. 

 

• More than the stipulated number of boxes ticked/crossed by the candidate: 

 

(a) If more than one attempt is visible but the candidate has clearly indicated which attempt is his/her final answer (e.g. by crossing out 
other attempts or by annotating the script in some way), mark in the usual way. 

(b) If two attempts are visible (e.g. two boxes ticked instead of the one box stipulated), and neither has been crossed out/discounted by 
the candidate, no mark can be awarded. 

 

• For questions requiring more than one element for the answer, 1 and 2, where the answers are interchangeable: 

 

(a) Both of the correct answers are on line 1 and line 2 blank (or vice versa) = 2 marks 

(b) Both correct answers on line 1 and line 2 contains a wrong answer (or vice versa) = 1 mark 
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• Mark for communication: Answers requiring the use of Spanish (rather than a non-verbal response) should be marked for communication. 
Tolerate inaccuracies provided that the message is clear. However, do not accept incorrect Spanish if the word written by the candidate means 
something else in Spanish (unless the mark scheme specifies otherwise). 

 

(a) If you read aloud what the candidate has written, does it sound like the correct answer? Would a native speaker of Spanish 
understand 
it? 

(b) Does what the candidate has written look like the correct answer, e.g. one letter missing but no other word created? Would a native 
speaker of Spanish understand it? 

 

• Annotations used in the mark scheme: 
 

(a) INV = invalidation. This is used when the additional material included by the candidate is judged to invalidate an otherwise correct 
answer and therefore prevents him/her from scoring the mark. (INV = 0) 

(b) tc = ‘tout court’. This means that, on its own, the material is not sufficient to score the mark. 

(c) HA = harmless addition. This means that the candidate has included additional material which, in conjunction with the correct answer, 
does not prevent him/her from scoring the mark. 

 

• No response and ‘0’ marks: 
 

(a) Award NR (no response): 
If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or 
If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. ‘can’t do’ or ‘don’t know’) or 
If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark). 

(b) Award 0: 
If there is any attempt that earns no credit, e.g. the candidate has copied out part or all of the question. 
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• Extra material: Candidates need to answer the questions in such a way as to demonstrate that they have understood the text. The mark 
scheme cannot cover all eventualities so where specific instructions are not provided, the examiner must check the text to ensure that the 
correct elements which would attract the mark are not contradicted or distorted by any extra material. The following general rules should be 
applied: 

 

(a) Extra material, mentioned in the 
mark scheme, which reinforces 
the correct answer or in itself 
constitutes an alternative correct 
answer: 

This is acceptable and is not penalised. 

(b) Extra material which constitutes 
an alternative answer, but which 
is not explicitly mentioned in 
the mark scheme: 

The examiner needs to decide, by consulting the transcript/text and the Team Leader if necessary, 
whether the alternative answer constitutes: 
(i) an alternative correct answer, in which case this falls into category (a) and the answer should be 
rewarded, or 
(ii) an answer which on its own would be rejected, in which case this falls into category (c) and the 
answer should be rejected. 

(c) Extra material which constitutes 
an alternative answer 
specifically rejected in the mark 
scheme: 

This puts the examiner in the position of having to ‘choose’ which the intended answer is. The 
examiner cannot therefore be sure what the candidate has understood and the mark cannot be 
awarded. 

(d) Extra material which distorts or 
contradicts the correct answer: 

This affects communication. The examiner cannot be sure what the candidate has understood and 
therefore the mark cannot be awarded. 

(e) Extra material introduced by the 
candidate and which does not 
feature in the original text: 

This affects communication. The examiner cannot be sure what the candidate has understood and 
therefore the mark cannot be awarded. It can sometimes be difficult to draw the line between what 
is a deduction made by an able candidate on the basis of what they have read and pure 
guesswork. Therefore, where a particular answer is not covered by the mark scheme, the 
examiner should consult the Team Leader. 

1  
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Cross-language marking standards for Question 4 and 6: 
 
Question 4 
 

• Accept HA (harmless addition) on Question 4 if a few words are added that do not invalidate the answer. 

 

• The subject needs to be unambiguous. Personal pronouns/possessives need to be used in such a way as to make the answer unambiguous. 
Languages that don’t always require personal pronouns, such as Spanish, must have the correct verb conjugation if there is no explicit subject 
(e.g. a person’s name or a correct pronoun) mentioned to clarify the candidate’s intended meaning. If there is an explicit subject, apply the 
usual look alike/sound alike rules. Do not accept look alike/sound alike for verb endings where it would change the subject and/or tense even 
if they have included a name or pronoun. 
 

• Any manipulation of language must be correct, including where a candidate adds extra material that is not required in order to answer the 

question.  

 

• Answering in a different time frame may be acceptable depending on the context of the question.  

 
 

Question 6 
 

• A precise lift is needed, not just the location of material. 

 

• Use definitions of HA (harmless addition) or INV (invalidation) to deal with extra information. 

 

• The subject needs to be unambiguous. Personal pronouns/possessives need to be used in such a way as to make the answer unambiguous. 
Languages that don’t always require personal pronouns, such as Spanish, must have the correct verb conjugation if there is no explicit subject 
(e.g. a person’s name or a correct pronoun) mentioned to clarify the candidate’s intended meaning. If there is an explicit subject, apply the 
usual look alike/sound alike rules. Do not accept look alike/sound alike for verb endings where it would change the subject and/or tense even 
if they have included a name or pronoun. 
 

• Any manipulation of language must be correct, including where a candidate adds extra material that is not required in order to answer the 

question.  

 

• The response needs to be a direct answer to the question. 

 
 
 



0530/23 Cambridge IGCSE – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

May/June 2026  

 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026 Page 8 of 12  
 

Detailed Mark Scheme 
 

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

1(a) B 1  

1(b) C 1  

1(c) F 1  

1(d) A 1  

1(e) D 1  

    

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

2(a) G 1  

2(b) A 1  

2(c) B 1  

2(d) C 1  

2(e) D 1  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

3(a) B 1  

3(b) C 1  

3(c) B 1  

3(d) B 1  

3(e) A 1  

3(f) A 1  

3(g) C 1  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

Before marking Question 4, read the section Additional Guidance. 

4(a) (escribe/habla sobre) deportes (los que practica y los que ve...) 1 Refuse: escribo (1st person INV)… 
Refuse: hablar sobre deporte 

4(b) (tenía solo/desde) seis/6 años (cuando empezó a hacerlo) 1 Refuse: …empecé… (1st person) 
Refuse: INV Ya que tenía solo seis 
años… 
Refuse: seis / 6 tc  

Refuse: anos 

4(c) su/el abuelo  
 
Para él / su abuelo / para toda la familia la educación es muy importante  

2 Refuse: mi abuelo 
 
Refuse: abuelo tc  
 

Refuse: INV Para él, y para toda mi... 
 
Refuse: es la persona que más admira 

4(d) (ha completado ya) 30 / treinta (libretas al menos) 1 Refuse: Desde entonces (INV), ha 
completado ya 30 cuadernos / libretas 
Refuse: He completado ya 30 cuadernos 

4(e) (Están) dentro de/ en una caja (grande que le regaló su madre) 1 Refuse: Están dentro de una caja grande 
que me regaló mi madre 
Refuse: una caja (grande) tc 

Refuse: Están dentro de una caja grande 
que le regalo su madre (no accent) 

4(f) Si/cuando ha tenido un día emocionante (escribe muchas páginas) 1 Refuse: ...escribo / he tenido... (1st 
person) 
Accept: Cuando hay /En un día 
emocionante 
Refuse: un día emocionante tc 

4(g) después de un / por / tuvo / porque tuvo / en un accidente de bicicleta 1 Refuse: un accidente de bicicleta tc 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

4(h) (como es muy buena artista,) dibuja algo relacionado con el texto (que David 
ha escrito) 

1 Refuse: dibuja tc 

4(i) (Están pensando en hacer) un cuento (para niños pronto) 1 Refuse: Estamos…(1st person) 
 

4(j) (él siempre está mucho más) tranquilo 1 Refuse: Yo siempre estoy... (1st person) 

4(k) el teléfono (móvil)  
el móvil  
el celular 

1 Accept; mirar su móvil 
 

    

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

5 a6, b2, c5, d8, e1 5  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

Before marking Question 6, read the section Additional Guidance. 

6(a) probar los helados de /sabores (más) originales  
(tampoco/no se puede) pagar con tarjeta 

2  

6(b) en una semana 1 Refuse: una semana tc 

Refuse: este año 

6(c) los antiguos empleados/trabajadores (or equivalent idea) 
el primer cliente (que vino al negocio) 

2 Refuse: los antiguos tc 

Refuse: los empleados actuales 

6(d) es su favorita 1 Refuse: que INV es... 
Refuse: es mi favorita (1st person) 
Refuse piensa que es bonita INV 

6(e) Tiene/con grandes letras rojas  1 Refuse: letras rojas tc 

60(f) no pueden conseguir / no hay fresas (locales) 1 Refuse: no podemos... 
Accept: Es cuando no pueden conseguir/ 
no hay fresas 

6(g) Obtienen/compran la leche en la granja/allí/ utilizan la leche de la granja / 
obtienen la leche con la que se hacen los helados de la granja 
Accept any answer which shows true understanding that the milk they use in 
the ice cream shop is from the farm.  

1 Refuse: Obtenemos la leche 
Refuse: para hacer los helados tc 

Accept: Para obtener la leche 

6(h) utilizar/utilizan buenos ingredients 1 Refuse: Consideran esencial utilizar 
buenos ingredientes INV 

6(i) se ofreció a lavar los platos / lavando los platos  
como había visto los platos sucios que tenían, se ofreció a lavarlos 

1 Refuse: como había visto los platos 
sucios que teníamos INV, se ofreció a 
lavarlos 
Refuse: lavarlos los platos 

 


